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To be read Monday, March 16, 2020 

Mark 14:47-50 
Posted by David J. Lose on Mar 12, 2012 

 

But one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the 

high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to them, “Have you come out 

with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day 

I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the 

scriptures be fulfilled.” All of them deserted him and fled. 

 

You can’t blame him. The guy who drew his sword and struck the slave of 

the high priest, I mean. The two dominant reactions to threat, after all, are 

fight or flight, and since this guy has a sword, he chooses to fight. It’s a 

natural response, maybe even a reasonable one. Given the penalty for 

blasphemy and insurrection – the accusations most likely to be directed to 

Jesus and followers – he probably figured fighting right now was his best 

course of action. 

 

Yeah, it’s a natural response, even a reasonable one. But it doesn’t work. 

And I don’t mean simply that he’s outnumbered. Rather, it doesn’t work 

because, finally, violence cannot end violence. This doesn’t mean that there 

aren’t times and places for self-defence, or even violence employed to 

protect the vulnerable. The pacifist stand is admirable, but that’s not what 

I’m talking about here. 

 

No. What I mean is that even if there are some situations in which violence 

is justified, it still never ends violence. It may be employed at times toward a 

good end, but it still only adds to the cumulative violence of the world. 

Violence may end the rule of a tyrant. It may stay the brutality of the 

oppressor for a time, but that cessation will not last. Because you can be 

sure that violence – no matter to what end it is employed – will sooner or 

later breed more of the same. 

 

Which is why Jesus stops him. Why Jesus allows himself to be taken by his 

captors. Why Jesus calls into question the use of violence on either side. 

Because Jesus has not come simply to protect some people, or to achieve a 

greater good. Jesus has come to put an end to violence, to make a different 

way forward possible through his life, death, and resurrection. Jesus sees 

the gears of violence grind inexorably forward and he throws himself into 

them. 



“Let the Scriptures be fulfilled,” he says. And what is this fulfillment he is 

talking about? It is the promise of peace, of shalom, that God has promised 

God’s people. And the reign of peace cannot be achieved by violence. This 

is the kingdom of God Jesus has been proclaiming since the beginning of 

Mark’s account. All the way back in chapter one, in fact, Jesus declared that 

“the time was fulfilled” – the only other time this word is used in Mark – and 

that “the kingdom of God has drawn near.” And now that kingdom is here, 

because the One who is both Son of Man and Son of God meets violence 

with peace, brutality with gentleness, sin with grace, and force with mercy. 

And for all these reasons, God raises this One from the dead, signalling that 

only love can defeat death. 

 

The time has indeed come, and the Scriptures will indeed be fulfilled. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, it is hard for us to comprehend that love is stronger than 

hate, that mercy is stronger than judgment, that vulnerability is stronger than 

power. Remind us, show us, have mercy on us, for Jesus sake. In his name 

we pray, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

To be read Tuesday, March 17, 2020 

Mark 14:51-52 
Posted by David J. Lose on Mar 13, 2012 

 

A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. 

They caught hold of him, but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked. 

 

There has been a lot of speculation about the identity of this young man 

running naked from the scene of Jesus’ arrest. 

 

Some have wondered if this might indeed be Mark himself, and this small 

detail something of a cameo appearance along the lines of Alfred Hitchcock. 

If so, this curious, almost amusing scene might function as something like 

Mark’s narrative signature, letting people know that he was, indeed, witness 

to some of the events of Jesus’ life. 

 



Others instead see the loss of the linen cloth as baptismal imagery 

representing the need for the followers of Jesus to put off all their former 

raiment in order to be cleansed in the waters of baptism. We are, as Paul 

reminds us, baptized into Jesus’ death (Rom. 6:3). And so, this young man 

symbolizes all who must put aside their former ways and be baptized into 

the death of Jesus. 

 

But I wonder if the answer isn’t simpler. We saw in the last scene the 

willingness of one person to fight when confronted with the prospect of 

Jesus’ fate. Perhaps this episode – that follows immediately on the heels of 

the last – is simply a portrayal of the other option: flight. So eager is this 

young man to escape Jesus’ fate that he will leave everything, even his last 

stitch of clothing, to escape. 

 

If so, then perhaps there is a reason Mark masks the identity of both 

characters. Later tradition will identity the sword wielder as one of Jesus’ 

companions (Matt. 26:51) and eventually name him as Peter (John 18:10). 

The other character fades from the gospel stories altogether. But Mark 

names neither. Why? I think it might be that he is naming the options before 

all of us – to fight for Jesus in order that he (and we) might be spared his 

fate, or to flee from it. 

 

Both the swordsman and the streaker, then, are representative of all Jesus’ 

disciples, then and now. We have two choices the world puts before us. 

Neither will avail. Violence will not end violence, and yet even the most swift 

cannot escape the corruption of the world. There is only one way forward. 

But we cannot tread it. So, Jesus goes in our place, standing in for both the 

brave and the cowardly, the one prone to violence and the one prone to 

flight. Jesus stands in for both. Jesus stands in, that is, for us, and through 

his death ends death. And through his resurrected life creates for us the 

possibility for life, abundant life, now and forevermore. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, you have done what we could not, saving us from 

ourselves. Fasten our gaze to the form of your Son, treading the path we 

could not walk, taking on our death that we might have life, teaching us of 

the power of love and empowering us to share that love with all the world. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 



To be read Wednesday, March 18, 2020 

Mark 14:53-59 
Posted by David J. Lose on Mar 14, 2012 

 

They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and 

the scribes were assembled. Peter had followed him at a distance, right into 

the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming 

himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking 

for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. For 

many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. 

Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, “We heard 

him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days 

I will build another, not made with hands.’” But even on this point their 

testimony did not agree. 

 

We will have occasion several times over the course of our reading of 

Mark’s story of Jesus’ Passion to wonder at the intense opposition he 

engendered. Today it manifests itself in the form of false testimony. Jesus’ 

opponents wanted him silenced so desperately that they were willing not just 

to lie about him, but to seek out and persuade numerous people to lie about 

him, even to the point that their testimony didn’t agree. Why? What has he 

done? Healing, feeding, preaching – what offense are these? 

 

Actually, they are a terrible offense, for each call into question the status 

quo. Healing those we know to be sick, feeding those we are used to having 

go hungry, preaching against corrupt religious practices and giving the 

hopeless hope. These are all tremendously offensive, even dangerous, 

because they call into question the conclusion that the world cannot be 

changed, that there is a reason for inequality, that we must accept the 

present circumstances. 

 

Why is this so frightening? Because as a species we greatly prefer order 

and stability to change and risk. This makes perfect sense when you think 

about it. Stability creates a sense of security and promotes growth. Change, 

even change for the better, creates anxiety. We may not love our present 

circumstances, but at least we know them. Who knows what may happen if 

we change? This a theme that runs throughout the biblical witness, from the 

murmuring of the oppressed slaves who left Egypt only to miss the 

“comforts” of Egypt to the religious authorities who would rather silence 

Jesus than contemplate what the kingdom of God might look like. 



 

But we make a grave mistake if we imagine this to be a thing of the past, or 

something that only afflicted the Israelites, or that Jesus’ adversaries are 

particularly corrupt. This story isn’t primarily about the first century religious 

authorities who felt threatened by the in-breaking of a kingdom and 

community of wholeness and equality – this is a description and indictment 

of the human condition itself. For to be human is to be insecure, and 

insecurity breeds fear: fear of change, fear of losing what we think we 

deserve, fear of risking the known present for an unknown but potentially 

better future. Fear is a terrible and powerful thing. And in this story it leads 

those caught in their fear to lie and to persuade others to do the same and, 

when that fails, to kill. 

 

This story is about the human condition, I said. Which means, of course, it is 

really about us. God help us. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, help. This world can be a frightening place. Help us live 

with our fears and not be dominated by them. Help us live with our fears 

rather than lie and kill in the hope of escaping them. Help us live with our 

fear and, by trusting you and loving others, help us overcome them. In Jesus 

name, Amen. 

 

 

 

To be read Thursday, March 19, 2020 

Mark 14:60-61a 
Posted by David J. Lose on Mar 15, 2012 

 

Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Have you no 

answer? What is it that they testify against you?” But he was silent and did 

not answer. 

 

We like to think of the four Evangelists as something like a first-

century Action News camera team, roving around Palestine, capturing every 

word, deed, and thought Jesus and the disciples had. But that’s not an 

accurate picture, nor does it do justice to the faithful creativity they exercised 

in offering a picture of Jesus that spoke truly and well to their distinct 

communities. Luke admits as much in the introduction to his Gospel: 

 



Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events 

that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us by 

those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, I 

too decided, after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to 

write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may 

know the truth concerning the things about which you have been instructed. 

 

Luke acknowledges that many people are taking down the stories about 

Jesus and, further, that he was not an eyewitness. Rather, he is concerned 

with composing an “orderly account” – something that made sense and was 

contextually relevant – in order to confirm the faith of his patron, friend, and 

fellow-believer Theophilus. This desire to arrange and order and interpret 

the stories of Jesus in order to strengthen the faith of their community is 

characteristic of all the Gospels. 

 

With Mark, the earliest of the Gospels, his faithful and creative ordering and 

arranging is influenced significantly portions of the book of Isaiah often 

described as “the songs of the suffering servant.” These passages, sprinkled 

between Isaiah 42 to 53, describe an individual (or perhaps the nation of 

Israel) who is sent by God to redeem the nation but is rejected, even 

abused. While bystanders think the servant is being punished by God, he 

actually exemplifies trust in God, redeems his people through his suffering 

and faith, and is exalted by God. 

 

Read just a portion of the fourth of these songs and you can hear Mark’ 

faithful echo in his account of Jesus’ trial that we read today and his larger 

passion: 

 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

yet he did not open his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

so he did not open his mouth. 

  

By a perversion of justice, he was taken away. 

Who could have imagined his future? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living, 

stricken for the transgression of my people.  



They made his grave with the wicked 

and his tomb with the rich, 

although he had done no violence, 

and there was no deceit in his mouth (Is. 53:7-9). 

 

Why does Mark look to Isaiah to make sense of Jesus’ life and death? First, 

the Old Testament in his Scripture and he reads all of his life and the events 

of the world through that book. Second, the events of Jesus’ death took 

everyone by surprise. Absolutely no one expected God to redeem through 

suffering. Some, like Judas, never got over their disappointment. Some, like 

Paul, Mark, and other early Christians, reinterpreted their understanding of 

God and their Scriptures in light of the Easter proclamation that Jesus had 

been raised. If God raised this One who was rejected and despised, they 

reasoned, then we need to look at everything anew. And as they looked they 

stumbled on passages like this one from Isaiah and realized that God had 

regularly worked through the weak and vulnerable things in the world to 

achieve God’s purposes. 

 

Why does God work that way? 

 

Perhaps so that we would know it was God. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, make us open to the surprising ways in which you 

redeem, the surprising places in which you arrive, and the surprising 

persons through whom you achieve your will of mercy and grace. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 

 

 

 

To be read Friday, March 20, 2020 

Mark14:61b-64 
Posted by David J. Lose on Mar 16, 2012 

 

Again, the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the 

Blessed One?” Jesus said, “I am; and ’you will see the Son of 

Man seated at the right hand of the Power’, and ‘coming with the clouds 

of heaven.’” Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still 

need witnesses? You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All 

of them condemned him as deserving death. 

 



The charge is blasphemy – the act of speaking of God sacrilegiously, of 

uttering falsehoods about God, of slandering God’s name. On this occasion, 

Jesus is accused of blasphemy because he claims for himself the title “Son 

of Man” and asserts that he will sit in the position of authority with God and 

come to judge the world in righteousness. 

 

But Jesus’ blasphemy didn’t start here; it started earlier, much earlier. Jesus’ 

offense started all the way back near the beginning of Mark’s account hen 

he cast out a demon, and then healed the sick, and fed the hungry, and 

chased out the money changers from the Temple. In each and every 

situation, you see, Jesus challenged the common sensibility of where God 

was, of whose side God was on, of what God expects from us and desires 

for us. 

 

But his chief offense was forgiving sins. Indeed, this was the first time he 

was charged with blasphemy. He had just healed a man of paralysis after 

four of his friends let him down to Jesus through the roof. After healing him, 

Jesus told him that his sins were forgiven. It caused an uproar: “Why does 

this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God 

alone?” 

 

Why is offering forgiveness such an offense? Because forgiveness implies 

guilt. There is no better way, in fact, to challenge the status quo than by 

forgiving its keepers, thereby implying that they need forgiveness and that 

the status quo they protect is bankrupt and needs redemption. And so, 

because Jesus’ words and deeds challenged the reigning assumptions 

about God and about the present ordering of the world he was charged with 

blasphemy. 

 

And on that count, they were right. Jesus did, in fact, proclaim a God that 

looked nothing like the God the people imagined. And he still does. Jesus’ 

proclamation of a God of forgiveness, mercy, and grace slanders the God of 

our imaginations – the God who is always on our side and whose anger we 

call down on others. Jesus comes bearing peace and mercy, forgiveness 

and grace, and because these things undermine our sense of order and 

convictions about what is right, he’s as threatening and sacrilegious as ever. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, help us to recognize you only in the suffering and 

vulnerability of Jesus so that we might know your love extends to us and to 

all people. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 



 

To be read Saturday, March 21, 2020 

Mark 14:65-68 
Posted by David J. Lose on Mar 17, 2012 

 

 

Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, 

“Prophesy!” The guards also took him over and beat him. While Peter was 

below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. 

When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, “You also 

were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.” But he denied it, saying, “I do not 

know or understand what you are talking about.” And he went out into the 

forecourt, and the cock crowed. 

 

There is more to this story, of course. We have only heard one of Peter’s 

denials, and we know all too well that two more are coming. We will get 

there soon enough, I promise. Before we do, however, I want to tarry a 

moment and wonder together about the request of Jesus’ captors. 

 

Actually, it’s more than a request, it’s a command. And, truth be told, it’s 

more of a taunt than a command. “Prophesy!” That is, tell us the future. 

 

It’s funny, isn’t it, how much stock we put in being able to predict the future?  

It’s as if seeing the future is the same as controlling it. And maybe it is. I 

mean, if we could only know who will emerge from collegiate basketball’s 

March Madness, we’d win the office pool. Or, for that matter, if we could see 

what stocks would be up or down in a year, we’d get rich. 

 

But the future is unknowable and wild, as unpredictable as it is untamed. 

And so, to predict it accurately is to have power over it, to be able to control 

not just the future but destiny itself. Which is why those around Jesus taunt 

him with this command – for if he is what he says he is, then surely, he can 

predict the future. 

 

The irony, of course, is that in the very next verse one of Jesus’ predictions 

comes true. Peter has followed him as far as he can, only to be found out by 

one of the high priests servant and, faced with a choice between loyalty and 

safety, he chooses to save his skin. Just like Jesus’ predicted (14:30).  



Which is what Mark wants us to see, I think – that Jesus is, after all, just who 

he says he is. Even as Jesus is silent before his accusers, like a lamb led to 

the slaughter (Is. 53:7), yet he is also Son of Man and Son of God, the one 

who, indeed, can see the future. 

 

But what a dark future Jesus sees. Three times he has predicted his death 

to disciples who could not comprehend what he was saying. And twice just 

earlier that night he predicted that his disciples, and even Peter, would deny 

and desert him. Jesus sees the future clearly, but rather than try to 

manipulate it, or prosper by it, or control it, or even escape it, Jesus sees 

this dark and difficult future and embraces it in order to redeem it…and us. 

 

“Prophesy!” they said, and he did. “Die!” they said, and he did. But on the 

third day, he was raised, just as he said. And because of his death and his 

resurrection, we need not fear the future. For while it is still wild and 

unpredictable, yet we know the ultimate outcome: resurrection life in and 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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